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One moment’s ripple effect
By Tito Morales

“T

he moment.” In
matters of love,
it’s that spontaneous, euphoric
instant when two

lives intersect.
Some refer to it as a spark.
Others reference the alignment of
the planets. But for me, the split
second that launches all the other
seconds, days, months and years
in a relationship will always be,
simply, the moment.
It was the summer of 1981, and
we were both outlanders, of sorts,
in Southern California. I had
moved here from a small town in
Northern California to study and
pursue a career in film; I’d just
graduated from UCLA. Her family
had recently moved to Los Angeles from Chicago; she was attending summer school at UCLA between her junior and senior years
at the University of Arizona.
We were both trying to get a
handle on the whole L.A. thing.
Relocating here can produce a
wide assortment of emotions.
This city can prove to be intimate
and inviting one day, daunting
and nightmarish the next. I hadn’t
yet found my fit, still staggered by
the excess of it all, from the rivers
of cars to the mountainous billboards. She, on the other hand,
was captivated by the novelty of
becoming an honest-to-goodness
Californian — still smitten with
the ocean, the skinny, funnylooking trees and the sun.
Our worlds converged at
UCLA’s Sunset Canyon Recreation Center, whose sprawling
lawns and majestic pine trees
more closely resemble a mountain
summer retreat than a corner of a
bustling university campus. I’d
taken a detour from my job search
to squeeze in a little exercise. She
wanted to get in a swim before her
econ class.
The moment happened as we
were both using kickboards to
cross the lengthy, aptly named
Park pool. She was two lanes away
from me, traveling in the opposite
direction. We smiled at each other
from across the way and promptly
continued on with our respective
workouts. But somehow I knew
that my life was forever altered.
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Our paths crossed again a few
days later. Same pool, same circumstances. I smiled at her and
she smiled back. When she got out
of the water to dry herself on a
wood bench, I made sure to climb
out of the pool and position myself
on a bench beside her.
A conversation, we knew, was
inevitable. Our talk began with
pools and schools. But it quickly

blossomed to something more
profound in scope.
Soon we were standing in a
long line outside a Westwood
theater, waiting to see a movie
about a guy named Indiana Jones.
And our relationship, much like
the narrative of that movie, began
to hurtle forward with an exhilarating momentum that made me
feel as much a passenger as a

driver.
The first kiss occurred on the
deck of a home perched on a bluff
overlooking Malibu; the first picnic, at the fragrant Descanso
Gardens; the first hike, along a
winding, shadowy trail in Temescal Canyon.
Then came the birthday trips
to the Norton Simon, the secret
wedding on Kauai, the antiquing

in Ventura … was any of it, upon
reflection, really within our control?
I’ve never really been one for
predetermination. I prefer to
believe that I’m more of a free will
type of guy whose destiny is very
much in his own hands.
But how else can you explain it,
the chances of our disparate lives
coming together? Had her parents
not decided to permanently shrug
off their winter coats, she never
would have been in L.A. Had I
started working immediately
upon graduation, I never would
have been on campus. Had she
enrolled in summer school at USC
or Pepperdine, she never would
have been in Westwood. Had the
warm weather not lured me back
into the water, I never would have
gone for a swim.... The potential of
us never meeting simply boggles
the mind.
Over the years, countless filmmakers have been charged with
the unenviable task of trying to
capture such moments and to
accurately convey their magnitude. The movie industry, in fact,
has developed its own special
language in this regard, from the
glossy close-up and musical backdrop to the camera shot that
leaves the impression that everyone and everything outside of the
two love-struck individuals has
suddenly melted away to obscurity.
In reality, the moment is nothing like that. For my wife and I,
there were no violins. No zoom
shots. No flower petals magically
raining down upon us.
But the memory of that moment continues to glow.
And that initial glance — the
glance that turned into a smile
that turned into a conversation
that would, in time, turn into a
deeply shared history — would
eventually give my life a substance
I never imagined possible.
Tito Morales is the author of the
novel “Forward Swim.”
L.A. Affairs chronicles romance
and relationships. Past columns
are archived at
latimes.com/laaffairs. If you have
comments to share or a story to
tell, write us at
home@latimes.com.
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Check rates daily at http://latimes.interest.com
Program

Rate

Points

Capital Valley Funding

Fees

% Down

APR

Program

Rate

Points

Fees

888-898-0575 KineCta Federal Credit union

3.000
2.250
2.500
3.000
2.750
2.625
3.250
3.250
3.375

1.000
1.000
0.500
0.750
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.500

$950
$950
$950
$950
$450
$950
$450
$950
$950

20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
3.5%
20%

(B) 4401 Hazel Avenue, Suite 200, Fair Oaks, CA 95628, NMLS #305096

First union BanCorp
30 yr fixed
30 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
30 yr FHA

3.000
3.125
2.375
2.500
3.125

3.204
2.607
2.690
3.240
2.915
2.780
3.272
3.478
3.433

DRE# 01881243

30 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
30 yr Jumbo Conforming
5/1 jumbo ARM

3.125
2.500
3.250
2.875

0.745
0.000
0.500
0.000
0.160

Rate

Points

Fees

1.500
0.250
2.000
0.375

$2600
$2600
$3500
$3600

20%
20%
20%
20%

3.373
2.762
3.477
3.150

30 yr fixed
20 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
5/1 ARM
30 yr Jumbo Conforming
15 yr Jumbo Conforming

(E) 1440 Rosecrans Avenue, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

APR

http://www.aimloan.com

3.125
3.000
2.500
2.125
3.375
2.750

0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000

$1995
$1995
$1995
$1995
$1995
$1995

20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%

(A) 4121 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, CA 92108, NMLS#2890,

800-967-3020 aMeriCa one Mortgage group

http://www.linearhomeloans.com

3.209
3.231
2.677
2.691
3.838

3.221
3.135
2.673
2.881
3.412
2.816

http://www.loanrhino.com

(B) 1155 Meridian Avenue, Suite 117, San Jose, CA 95125

(F) 1991 Village Parkway, Suite 205C, Encinitas, CA 92024, NMLS# 79460

(A) (B) 16541 Gothard Street, Suite 104, Huntington Beach, CA 92647

877-858-5990 adVanCe Mortgage & inVestMent CoMpany

CA DRE#01840960

3.125
2.750
2.250
2.500
3.125
2.375
3.250

413-0477

888-942-5626/888-9-4aloan

30 yr fixed
30 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
15 yr Jumbo Conforming
30 yr Jumbo Conforming
10 yr fixed
30 yr Jumbo Conforming

216565

% Down

800-898-3585

http://www.kinecta.org

30 yr fixed
3.125 0.000 $899
20% 3.168
10 yr fixed
2.750 0.000 $899
20% 2.864
30 yr Jumbo Conforming 3.375 0.000 $899
20% 3.392
30 yr FHA
3.250 0.000 $899 3.5% 3.293
20 yr fixed
3.125 0.000 $899
20% 3.186
30 yr jumbo
4.250 0.000 $899
20% 4.267
15 yr fixed
2.750 0.000 $899
20% 2.828
No Application Fees! No Lock Fees! No Cancellation Fees!
Call Us or Visit Our Website to COMPARE RATES & FEES!
Fast Closing and Great Rates
Direct Lender - GREAT RATES and 25 Day Closings
Transparent / Up-Front Direct Lender
Go to www.FirstUnionBancorp.com for Instant Online Approvals!

ipl Mortgage, a direCt lender

$3105 20%
$1465 20%
$2655 20%
$1495 20%
$2140 3.5%

Program

Rates are for purchase transactions only. Loans to $4mil
NOT-FOR-PROFIT member CO-OP. Over 230,000 members, Easy to join.
Ask for a Kinecta Purchase Ready Pre-approval!
Internet Direct Lender since 1998* View Rates and GFE Online,
HARP Solution: You may finally be able to refinance & save.
24/7* Apply and Lock Rate Online, 24/7* All Lender and 3rd Party
Contact us for a free rate quote and mortgage checkup.
Fees Guaranteed* Over $11 Billion Funded

800-816-5626 linear HoMe loans

http://www.firstunionbancorp.com

APR

866-475-1400 aiMloan.CoM

http://www.capitalvalleyfunding.com

30 yr fixed
7/1 ARM
15 yr fixed
20 yr fixed
10 yr fixed
15 yr fixed
30 yr fixed
30 yr FHA
30 yr Jumbo Conforming

% Down

0.125
2.000
2.000
1.625
1.375
0.625
0.875

$699
$699
$699
$699
$699
$699
$699

20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%
20%

3.168
2.940
2.597
2.658
3.247
2.593
3.343

Call Sat/Sun-No Cost Loans--Ck Rates Online - LoanRhino.Com
Purchase Specialist --Call for Other Program and Rate Options.

877-292-9560 arCstone FinanCial, inC.

CA DRE 1323980

323-665-5000

http://www.iplmortgage.com

http://www.amic.co/bankrate

http://www.arcstoneinc.com

30 yr fixed
3.250 0.000 $1650 20% 3.350
30 yr Jumbo Conforming 3.500 0.000 $1650 20% 3.540
30 yr FHA
3.000 0.000 $1650 3.5% 4.060
5/1 ARM (interest only)
2.500 0.750 $1650 20% 3.182
15 yr jumbo
3.625 0.000 $1650 20% 3.681
5/1 jumbo ARM (interest only)
3.250 0.000 $1595 20% 3.468
7/1 jumbo ARM (interest only)
3.250 0.000 $1595 20% 3.349
10/1 jumbo ARM
3.625 0.000 $1595 20% 3.627
Direct lender. Interest only loans available.
Purchasing? Use a preferred Realtor and receive a rate reduction

30 yr fixed
3.250 0.000 $895
5% 3.360
15 yr fixed
2.625 0.000 $895
5% 2.740
20 yr fixed
3.125 0.000 $895
5% 3.240
30 yr FHA
3.250 0.000 $895 3.5% 3.360
30 yr Jumbo Conforming 3.375 0.000 $895
20% 3.490
30 yr jumbo
4.375 0.000 $895
20% 4.490
Open Saturday and Sunday - HARP 2 high loan to value program now
available - FHA Streamline with NO appraisal, closing cost, or
income required - Jumbo and high balance loans available - Call
today for a free rate quote - A+ Better Business Bureau rating.

30 yr fixed
3.250 0.000 $850
20% 3.291
30 yr fixed
3.125 0.500 $850
20% 3.206
15 yr fixed
2.500 0.000 $850
20% 2.573
15 yr fixed
2.375 0.500 $850
20% 2.519
5/1 ARM
2.500 0.000 $850
20% 2.659
30 yr Jumbo Conforming 3.500 0.000 $850
20% 3.516
30 yr Jumbo Conforming 3.375 0.500 $850
20% 3.431
15 yr Jumbo Conforming 2.875 0.000 $850
20% 2.903
15 yr Jumbo Conforming 2.750 0.500 $850
20% 2.829
AAA Rated by the Better Business Bureau - Open Saturday & Sunday

(F) 19762 MacArthur Blvd., Suite 110, Irvine, CA 92612

(B) 30500 State Highway 181, Suite 460, Spanish Fort, AL 36527

(F) 1917 Hillhurst Avenue, #205, Los Angeles, CA 90027

01174694

CHECK OUT OUR
CD & DEPOSIT GUIDE
IN THE WEDNESDAY
BUSINESS & SUNDAY
YOUR MONEY SECTION

38958

1468445

LENDERS, TO HAVE YOUR
RATES APPEAR
IN THIS FEATURE
CALL BANKRATE.COM
SALES DEPARTMENT
@ 800-509-4636

Legend: The rate and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 11/7/12. © 2012 Bankrate, Inc. http://www.interest.com. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and insurance. The fees set forth for each advertisement above may be charged to open the plan (A) Mortgage Banker, (B) Mortgage Broker, (C) Bank,
(D) S & L, (E) Credit Union, (F) Real Estate Broker, California Department of Real Estate, (G) Licensed by the Department of Corporations under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, (BA) indicates Licensed Mortgage Banker, NYS Banking Dept., (BR) indicates Registered Mortgage Broker, NYS Banking Dept., (loans arranged through third parties). “Call for Rates”
means actual rates were not available at press time. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 740. Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are based on loan amounts of $435,000. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Lock Days: 30-60. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages
(ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to private mortgage insurance, or PMI. Bankrate, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. All rates,
fees and other information are subject to change without notice. Bankrate, Inc. does not own any financial institutions. Some or all of the companies appearing in this table pay a fee to appear in this table. If you are seeking a mortgage in excess of $417,000, recent legislation may enable lenders in certain locations to provide rates that are different from those shown in the table
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